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J o r m a  O l l i l a  wa s  p l a n n i n g  on becoming a physi-
cist or economist, but instead joined a troubled technol-
ogy company, Nokia, and turned it into the world’s leading 
mobile phone manufacturer. The book narrates Ollila’s per-
sonal journey starting from his childhood and through his 
years of leading Nokia. He also offers an insider’s look into 
the company’s recent difficulties.

O l l i l a’ s  b o o k  e x p l o r e s  the political and economic 
background of the rise of Nokia; the nature of leadership; 
the importance of effective communication and the role of 
the media; the fine line between stratospheric success and 
catastrophic failure; the connections between business and 
society at large; the rise of China; and the human element 
of business, including encounters with figures such as Bill 
Gates and Steve Jobs.  

R E A D I N G  M A T E R I A L 
Full English text
Finnish edition
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jorma      ollila    
Jorma Ollila became the pre-eminent European businessman of his generation during 
his time as CEO of Nokia Corporation from 1992 to 2006. Ollila currently works as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors at Royal Dutch Shell and at Outokumpu. He has 
master’s degrees in economics from the London School of Economics, in engineering 
from the Helsinki University of Technology and in political science from the 
University of Helsinki. Co-author Harri Saukkomaa is a well-known media expert, 
entrepreneur and author of several nonfiction books. 
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“ Ollila prepared his autobiography for ten 
years. Journalist Harri Saukkomaa has turned it 
into an entertaining story in the strongest possible 
bestseller style. This biography is a meticulously 
polished diamond.
–  C o lu m n i s t  U n t o  Hä m ä l ä i n e n ,  H e l s i n g i n  s a n o m at 
n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d

N O N F I C T I O N

F inland      ’ s  b estselling           narrati       v e 
nonfiction           b ook    in   2 0 1 3 !

“ Clearly and flowingly written, [Against All Odds] is a 
story of how Jorma Ollila views Nokia….An overarching 
theme is his appreciation for hard work and learning, 
which he learned from home. He approaches knowledge 
and science with great humility.
–  H e l s i n g i n  s a n o m at  n e w s pa p e r ,  F i n l a n d 
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T he   com   p any    that    
created        a  glo   b al  
mo  b ile    re  v olution     

“ Ollila has a lot to say about leadership theories, personnel management, 

organizational structures and other things that had to do with developing Nokia 

into the kind of company it was in its heyday – known for its devoted employees 

and innovative products. This eloquent and concise book can be recommended for 

anyone interested in business leaders and biographies in general – but also for those 

interested in these topics on a theoretical level.
–  K i r j a m i e l i  l i t e r at u r e  b l o g ,  F i n l a n d 

A  first     - p erson      account       
of   the    rise     and    fall    
of   N okia  

“ Ollila’s biography paints a 

portrait of a hardworking and 

forward-looking man.
–  S u o m e n  k u va l e h t i , 
F i n l a n d  ( “ B o o k s  o f  t h e 
Y e a r  2 0 1 3 ” )

S elected       as  
one    of   2 0 1 3 ’ s 
most     fascinating         
b ooks    by 
S uomen      ku  valehti      
maga  z ine   !


